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GENTLEMEN, 
Flould I tell you. with what Difficulty 


T was prevail d upon to Preach the 
enſuing Sermon before you ; and with 

phat greater to Print it, tho' at your De- 
A 2. fire; 


+ dah. ate, Set” * 
: : 


11 The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
fre ; 7 ſhould take up the trite Apolog 
Common! uſed in 'this Caſe ; and cannot ; 
reaſonably hope to make it paſs for bet 


ter. 


The Averſtons I overcame, in compng t 
* this Town, to Settle here, croſs to all tha, 
pleaſing Deſigns I had formed of a more a} 
greeable Serviceableneſs ina lower Sphere 
were nat much.greater , than thoſe I hat 
juſtly conceived againf? appearing befor, 
you, on ſo Particular and ſo Publick a 
Occaſion. This Sermon was One of the Thre | 
I Preached in leſs than Thirty Hours, On 
of the Seven hard Services put upon we, i 
Eight | Days , in a Time when the Publ, 
lick, aud mine own Private Affairs, ai 
low'd me not One whole uninterrupted Da 
for all of them, And by this time you wi 
ceaſe to wonder, why your Deſires, and; 
others, to Print it, were ſo grievous tome 
did ſo break my ws 3 and diſorder the i 
firm State of my Body and Mind. 1 thank 
fully own, the great Flumanity of ſome « 
ou ; who, when you heard the true. Statſ 
of my Caſe, that I neither write, nor u 
any Notes in Preaching, nor have done foſ 
| 9 ws (.- 
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any Tears, and having my Thoughts fo 


- any Days after , taken up with freſh 
- and various Diſcourſes. on Subjeits I had 


ever ( to my knowledge ) Preached on 
before ; and had not been Maſter of any 
time conſiderable, to write, or reflett upon, 
and refreſh my Memory (not the moi? faith. 
"Yu? were pleaſed to interpoſe for my Ex- 
_ | 


3 But when 1 was told, ſeveral Copies 
Iwere tranſcribed, by Perſons that wrote 
after me ; and that if I would not, others 
would Print, whoſe Copies I could not 
procure ſo much as a Sight of, nor had 
r Hopes of, otherwiſe than Sheet by Sheet, 
is Printed off, and paft Alteration ; my 
oft Intelligent Friends told me, I mui} 
ubmit to do it,” as one imperfet] Copy 
would eriable me, notwithſtanding my (long 
Jindulged) Averſion to be ſeen in Print. 


Had thoſe of you that know me, knows 


"me, as well as I know my ſelf , you would 
{have had leſs Reaſon to ſollicite this Trou- 
Ile to me » Jour ſelves, aid others ; 


ent fince you ſay you differ from me, { 
fo A J have 


a 


iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
have at laf# ſubmitted to you. And, no 
to mention the Deference I have to thoſq 
of you, that are of my own Perſwaſion ; 
muſt add, that the Yeneration I hav 
for ſuch valuable and uſeful Members of 
the Church of England (as others of you 
are known to be),'is ſo agreeable to thi 
Temper and Afﬀeftion, I have long had to 
wards the Reverend and Pious Clerg 
that Communion ( with whom 1 have al 
. along held ſome Communion, and Brotherly 
Converſation ) that it. would have bee 
Some force upon my ſelf, to deny you an 
thing I could do, toward the Encourag 
ment 'of others, to aid you in ſo good 1 
Work, as that wherein you are ſo happily 
united. 


In a word, it is not without great Sa | 
tifattion that I find ( fince I was befor, 
you ) that the many Officers, who joyne! 
together, to inſpett the Markets, to finq 
out Drunkards, Swearers, and Curſers, tha 
formerly ſwarmd there, returned with 
ont the Diſcovery of any Criminal of thoſ 
kinds. | 


Ani 


The Epiſtle Deditatdsy, 'v 
u0 | W 


ofa And I am well pleaſed with the Hopes 
17 have, of ſeeing in Publick, a ſhott 
rod Scheme of thoſe excellent Models ; of the 
f Laws you execute, of the Rules that di- 
yolſ ret and govern your: ſelves, and Officers, 
tba in thu ſucceſSful Undertaking ; which may 
fol be of greateſt Vſe, to dirett and animate 
Wi thoſe in Places diſtant' from you ; to at- 
all tempt there, what you have more than be- 
rly gan here. 


ml May our Love, and Union, grow up the 
berter, by that of GOD, and true Good- 
q neſs, we ſee in one another 1 And ma 
ily your Converſe together (though under dif- 
ferent Perſwafions in leſſer Matters) tef 
you, you are none of you, the Men, which 
al ſome of both fides have repreſented you. 
4 May the Exemplary Piety of your Fami- 
eq lies, rel the World, that Divine Ser- 
nd vice is not confined to Conſecrated Pla» 
"all ces / 
44 
oſl That GO D would further unite you, 
keep your Hand to the Plough, and ena- 
4-9. 


"a 
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ble you to perfeft, what you have be 
gun, is, and ſhall be the Hearty Praye 


of, - | | þ 


GENTLEMEN, 
4 


Your true Honourer, and 


Faithful Servant, 


J. Woopnousst. 


Al 


_— i _ 


HacGAl lk 4. 


” now be firong, O Zerube 


babel, ſaith the Lord ; and 
be ſtrong, O Foſhua, Son of - 
Fades, the OO. ; 
and be ſtrong all ye People 
of the Land, ſaith the Lord, 
and work : For I am with 


you, ſaith the Lordof Hoſts. 


HE Buſineſs of this Day, 
is not only to affli& our 
Souls for our Sins, and the 
crying Sins of, gur Land, 
2nd to ſtand in the Gap to 

appeaſe an angry G O D, that ſeems up- 

on his Way to ruine us ; but, it it may be, 
| to 


2 A Call to Reformation. | 
to ſtir up a Spirit for Reformation of th 
Lives and Manners of the Generatiog 
wherein we live; without which we ca 
have ſmall ExpeRation, either of the re 
moyal of ihe Judgments we feel, or the 
preventing thoſe which we forelce, an 
tear. may be coming upon us. Ia ord 
to the more effe&tual furtherance of ſo ex 
celtent; fo ulciul, fo beneficial a World 
let your Thoughts be attentive to thc 
Counſels in the —— Tet now be ſtrong 
0 Zernbbabel, &c 

That you' may {ee the tendency rhe 
Words have, to promote the Work d 
the Day, look a little back upon the for 
mer part of this Prophecy, and the Hi 
ſtory of the Times immediately Joregdl 
iog. You will fisdin ſhort, \ when Goff: 
had delivered his People out of their lonfſc 
and doleful Captivity, and ſtirred up thfd 
King, under whom'they were Caprivegal 
to give therh leave to build their Templq 
and to (et uphis Worſhip there ; to purg 
ont Corruptions, and make a General Re 
formation ; this Bleſſed Work, fo needw 
ful and. excellent in itſelf, and ſo mud 
ro be deſired by all ; yet met with man 
Checks, and Stops. 


| A Call to Reformation. 2 
hi It was encouraged, at firſt, by the fa- 
ogned Cyrw ; but afterwards obſtructed 
ay Cambyſes, whilſt Vice-Roy to his Fa» 
refther, and whilſt King himſclt ; and neg- 
hfYeRted near two Years, in the time of 
ngDarius Hyſtaſpes : As miy be, learn'd 
Ifrom the Sacred Chronology of Ezra, 
exand Nebemiah, and others ; ( which I can» 
r 
, 


gnot now turn you to.) Bur at the time 
fof this Prophet's appearing, it was again 
grevived, and a freth encouraged ; Leave 
as granted ro fer about ;t, and excellent 
h{IMen Authorized to Conduct it : And yet 
git met with great Oppoſition from the 
offCowardize of many, and the Coldneſs, 
1Þand Covetoulneſs of others ; who were 
7gmore bent upon their own private Af- 
offairs, their Pomp and Luxury, than what 
nfconcern'd the Publick Weal ; who would 
thido. their own Buſineſs firſt, and God's 
regaſterwards ; As appears from Chapter the 
þI&Firſt, Verſe the Second : 7h People ſay, 
rol7he time is not come, the time that the 
ReLord's Honſe ſhould be built : We muſt 
>2dwait for a more favourable Junfture ; the 
z4Minds of: Men are not vi{poled to it. 
of Whereupon the Prophet reaſons the Caſe 
with 


UMI 
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with them, Verſe the Fourth, 7s zt tim 

for youto dwell in your Cieled Houſes, (layf 
hey and this Houſe lie waſte £ qu. d BY 
the Lord you have been preſerved 1n, an 
brought out of Babylon : You chink it | 
good time to Build ; nay, to Ciel (7. ef 
co Arcfi, with coſtly Wainſcot, curiouſly 
carved, richly adorned, and fairly beau 
tified) your own Houſes ; ; (perhaps mor 
than one a piece, a City-Houle, and 
Country-Houle ) for your Pleaſure ang; 
Diverſion (for the Word is plural); you 

laviſh out your Treaſure, in Pomp, ang: 
Senſuality z (for no doubt their Ways off 
Living were anſ{werable to thtir coſtl) 
Ciclings ) and yer can ſpare nothing tc 
wards my Houſe, that lies waſte : Yo 
can live without a Temple, an Altar, 

Sacrifice, (o you may but enjoy you 
' Worldly Eaſe and Grandeur, your Ani 
mal, Senſual Satisfaftions : What do yot 
owe ſo much to your (elves, and fo li 
tle to your Gd, who hath but now deli 
vered you ? What, laviſh out ſo mucl 
upon your Bodies, and ſpare nothing fo 
your own, and others Souls 2 Muſt m 
Worſhip be negleﬀed, and Mea letr u 
reformec 


— 


of... BE” -- 


Az 


_— 
4 a 
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"Tcformed, whilſt Wickedneſs is connived 
3Þr, and every-where perpetrated 2? 

What ſhall be done in ſuch a JunQure ? 
he wiſe” God, under this diſcouraging 

State of Things, raiſes up, and ſends out, 
1&0 Prophets, in the fame Yeay, upon 

uch the ſame Errand, to ſtir up, and 
nvigorate the Hearts of theſe Men in this 
\ffair, that they, and their Brethren, 
2d ſolittle Heart to : They were Haggai, 
9d Zechariah. And what does Haggai 
Jo, but addreſs to all Sorts, in a very 
ſparticular, and pungent Manner, to tur 
jchem up to this needful, bur neglected 
Work. 
And how vigorouſly he addrels'd him- 


ne 


"Alelf to this Undertaking, let the Text fell. 
of Tet now be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, &c. 
K The Words are a vehement Excitation, 


Iwith particular Application to the Gover- 

nours, Civil, and Eccleſiaſtical, and all 
te People of the Land. How forcible, 
" and pungent, are ſuch Perſonal Addreſles 2 
The good Prophet ſpeaks like one in Ear- 
Jneſt ; that he might (as he'did) en- 
gage them to be ſo too. May l be able 
to do likewiſe. 


Not _ 


6 A Call to Reformation. 
Not to trouble you with any Logic: 
Analyſis of the Words, which would (it 
this Cafe) only furniſh you with Term$ 
barder than the Text ; I ſhall endeavour 
plainly to Paraphraſe them to you 5 prof} 
pore their Sence to a _ View ; obſerve 
ome Things from them ; and make ſo 
Improvement hoof,” in favour of th# 
Work of the Day ; and do what I can tc 
wards the furtherance of ſo defirable $ 
Work, as is the Reformation of the Lives 
and Manners, of the diſſolure Age wE 
live 1n. 
Let us take the Words as thcy lief 
MM : And now ; nevertheleſs, now 
ef now ; 4. e,- under, and again{t all the 
diſcouraging Difficulties, PIT Be ſtrong 
be ſtout : As Mal. 2. 13. So as to pref 
vail. Non tantum fortis ſed prevaluit 
The Septuagint renders it by Words of lik 
Importance, <aþzexav, and ary uew' 
Both Hebrew, and Greek, import the 
putting out the Vigoor we. have,. anF! 
the Corroboration of that Strength ; ye 
to wax ſtrong, and prevail in our Under 
taking : It denotes that true Fortitude 
by which we purſue, without daſtardl$# 
Fea 


A Call to Reformation. 7 
ear, what is moſt dificultto obtain, mau» 
7re all the Oppoſition to the contrary ; 


n&ccording to that, Be ſtrong, and of gaod 
uiConrage, fear not, nor be afraid, Deut, 


iO. 7. | 
JS If you ask, Who he addreſs'd thus ta? 
he Text tells you}, to Zerubbabel firſt ; 
he was their Governour ; not Supream, 
put Subordinate : For what he did, was 
\ Sunder the Authority and: Licenſe of the 
«Miog, which renders our Text leſs For- 
y@cign to the Occaſion. I need not tell 

you, my Errand is to Magiſtrates, not, 
ieÞPupream, but Subordinate ; (ſo was our 
7 Prophets alſo. It was, Secondly, to Fo- 
(va, the LoRD's High-Prieft : Agood 
; Plan, no doubt ; for Satan was got to his 
reſfight-hand, [his Working-hand'] to refif# 
bim, Zech. 3. 1. The Governours in Ci- 
il Matters, the Governours in Sacred 
atters, they muſt both be ſtrong, get 
z0d ſtir.up ſuch a Spirit, as will encounter 
&nd bear down all Difficulties. 
Thirdly, His Errand was to the People : 
MI hat to ſome of the People 2 Yea, to al 
JÞtf them. Reformation-Work, isa Work 
11$hat needs many Hands ; therefore, fays 


a he, 


8 4 Call to Reformation. 
he, 42 ye People of the Land be flrong 
He does not ſo much as diſtinguiſh betwee 
the Sexes, or Se&s -among ther ; all yt 
People. of the Land, whatever elſe the 
differed in, whether in Opinions, or Pra$ 
ices, or Religious Rites, they miſt alk 
unite in this, all joyn in this. His Exci$ 
tation you ſce was to Courage and Forti 
tude, and the Application was to Civil 
and Eccleſiaſtical Adminiſtrators, and te 
all the People of the Land ; What was al 
this for > The Words in the Text are, Andk 
work. 
I confeſs, it ſtartled me at firſt, andf 
made me think of changing my Text 
becauſe it ſeems, at firſt view, to refer tc 
Bodily Labour, ſuch as is mentioned, ch. r 
8. Goup tothe Mountains, and bring Wood fv 
z.e. hew, and build the Houſe : But turndp 
ing tothe Hebrew,l foundfir 
WY), WY the Word usd of {uch ac 


which fis nifies prima- 
rily, Rete, effecir, per- Narure, as that it no way 


fecit, abſolvit, ad cir- 1; qi ; D 
[eit, abfoturt, adcr- limits it to Bodily La, 


ſojisr As hilologers bour, the Work of tha 
» Hand ; and much le 
when by a familiar Hypozeugma, it ts tqP; 


be applied to Zerubbabel, the GovernourSh 
anc 


Y 


A Call to:Reformadion. 9g 
ind to Joſhua, the Lord's High-Prieſt : 
ho cannot be thought to be excited to 
ny Aion in this Caſe, but what became 
hem as Governours, Civil, .and Sacred-; 
ind then the import of :the Word: is 
alptainly this : Let every one-in his. Place, 
ciþnd Station, ſet to the Baſinets in -hand, 
tiSGovernours 'as «Governours,,and all the. 
viPcople of the Land, in what Capacity fo- 
tqever they be, -to further : the1Work ; let 
alSeads, Hearts, ' and Hands, be all employ- 
»d&d, let every one readily. embrace, and 
zoughly improve {uch'Opportunities ds 
ffer themſelves ;- nay, {eek out Seaſons 
t Ffor this Service. | | a 
to} The Text, ' indeed, ſeems'to lead pri 
r{marily tothe Work of the Temple, which 
{was their firſt Work : For it was to no 
n{purpole to talk of Religion, and Worlhip, 
1dkn the Temple, 'till there was a Temple 
| Fo worſhip-in';+ and to talk of the Refor- 


4 
C 
Y 
© 


1C 


ypmation of the Lives and Manners of the 
aWeople, *rill there was an Eſtabliſhment of 
1,8e&)igion, to regulate them by : There- 

vre [ turned my Thoughts to the other 
dProphet Zachary ; who was raiſed up in 


rÞhe ſame Year, and within two Months 
fl 


B of 


lo A'Call to Reformation. 
of Haggai : View but the firſt Verſe « 


ther there was not more intended in tht 


the Temple:: For I ſoon found, that t 

they were:both engaged in the Buildi 

of the Temple, yet they, had more 

:their Commiſſion ; (it we may judge « 
their Commiſſion, by the uorebuked Ex 
cution thereof; ) for in Zecb. x. 3. h 
calls them. to; turn ; Turs ye «nto me, ſaif 
the Lord of Hoſts. And in the Fourt 
Verſe, Zurn ye now from yaur evil Way 
and from your evil Doings.' There w 
Reformation of Life, and Manners : Ye 
becauſe nothing is ſaid, of that in t 

/Text, look Zech. 5. 3, 4. where the Im 
morality of Mens Lives, 1a the Inſtance 
of Stealing, and Swearing, are {truck 
by this Prophet ; who, doubtleſs, actec 
not beyond his Commiſſion, And w 
muſt have great Charity, it we can be 
lieve, that theſe were all the Immoralitie 
amongſt theſe People, tho' no more ar 
mentioned in expreſs Terms in that place 


l 
each Prophecy, and you'll oon ſee, why} 


Commiſſion, than their Care of Building; 


aS Sc@ts a A. a f_ LN. m———_ 4 Vc A a 


becauſe you read of many more that needy 


e1 Reforming, Chap. 7. 9, 10, 11 Ferje 
Altc 
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£ After all this, what. does the Prophet do, 


Jbut add Inforcement to this Encourage- 
ment he had given, and that by telling 


Ythem, -7Zhe Lord was with them ; and gi- 


ving them God's Word for it. 7 am with 

ou, ſaith the Lord ; and I am with you 
as the Lord of Hoſts ; ; as a God All-ſuth- 
cient to dire you; to ſupport you in 
your Work, under all the Difficulties you 


have to encounter, and to reward you for 


your Work, whatever the Succeſs be : 


TJ Duty is yours, Succeſs is mine ; þut 


your Reward ſhall- be ſure, whatſoever 
the Iſſue may be : Do your part, truſt 
my part to me, and expe your Recom- 
pence from me ; Tour Labour ſhall not be 


Wir vain in the Lord. 


The Words thus Explained, will, with- 
out any violence, furniſh us with theſe 
Obſervables, that are not unſuitable to 
the Buſineſs we are Convened abour. 

T. Firſt Do@trine, from the ZHZebrew Par- 


FT ticle, the firſt Word in the Text, which 


we tranſlate, Te? now ; or, Nevertheleſs, 
is plainly this : 


_ * That Works of Reformation (tho' but | 


of God's Houſe, of the Lives and Man» 
B 2 ners 
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ners of Men, Thieves, wearers, '&e.) 
do, and may meet with very great Op- 
poſition : What need was there elſe of 


, 
F 


ſuch a ſtirring up to be ſtrong, — 
and valiant, if thetewere not Difficulties 
to encounter 2? | 

II. Second Doftrine. That when Re- 
formers of the Lives and Manners of Men, 
do meet with great Oppoſition, are beſet 


with great Ditticulties, and Dariger, theirf ; 


Souls are apt to be diſmayed, they are apt 
to fink down under-their Burden, and 'to 


give out, and ſay, To what purpoſe fhould] 


we labour, harraſs, and hazard our elves 


a 
1 
( 


| 
' 
| 


| 


any further ; Wickednelſs is got above our 


controul! 2 


HI. Third Doftrine. When | Men con:| 


cerned in Reformation, do meet with 
Difficulties, and Oppoſition, enough to 
diſcourage, and fink their Spirits, they 
ſhould be ſtirred up by others, and they 
ſhould ſtir vp themſelves ; that they 


might be able to proſecute their Work 


with good effet., Be ſtrong, O Zerabba 
bel, &c. It notes both his ſtirring up 
himſelf, and his being willing to be ſtir 
red up by others. 

IV. Fourt 


L 1M 
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IV. Fourth Doftrine. *Tis plaig, that 
the Work of Reformation, that is accom- 
panied with ſo many Difficulties, as it is 
apt to be, hath need of all Hands to help 
it on ; it is not a Work of Magiſtrates, 
or Officers only (tho they are obliged to 
be ſtricter than other Men) : Bur 'tis a 
© Work in which all the People of the Land 
"i ſhould engage, as one Man. Don't ſhut 
Ul your ſelf out from the Work, when God 
FT gives you an Opportunity to engage in 

U. - 
ol V. Fifth Dofrine. That 'tis a Matter 
dl of great Encouragement to encounter 
" couragiouſly all the Difficulties we meet 
Ii with, in ſo good a Work, that God will 
be with us ; and one God is enough for 
us, ſince he is All-ſufficient. 

| may not pretend to handle all, or 
many of theſe DoGrines, in the Minutes 
your Patience doth allow me : Yet the 
Occaſion cannot well ſpare any one of 
J1 them. Let me fix your Thoughts upon 
vJ the Third, which takes in the main De- 
1 ſign. of the Text ; and I will endeavour 
FI to throw the other Four into-ſome part, 


4 or other, of the Proſecution of that. 
B 3 Dott. 


14 AA Call to Reformation. 

& Dott. That when Men concerned in{ 
Reformation Work, do meet with Diffi-J/ 
culties and Oppoſition, enough to. diſs Jt 

courageand fink their Spirits, they ſhould 
ſtir up themſelves, and ſhould be ſtirred 
up, ſpirited, and invigorated by others, I 
that they may be able roencounter all the'{ 
Difficulties they may meet with in the ſt 
Profecution of their excellent Deſigns. {| 
In the handling of this Point, I will I 
. Briefly hint at ſome Topicks, from whencey 
I might evidence, r. The "O!;, Thar it is}] 
ſo. 2. Arguethe Ain ; Why, or whence | 
itis ſo: Becauſe my main Deſign is at} 
the Application ; in which I would not 
prevent my ſelf, nor weary you. For the} 
Firſt, take a Text, or two, Foſh, 1. 6, | 
7, 9. Moſes being dead, and there being | 
need of a Man to conduct God's 1ſrael, | 
to uphold, and to reform their Religion, 
Lives, and Manners, the Lord f{pake un- | 
to Joſhua, Foſh. 1.6. and ſays, Beſtrong, 
and of a good Courage. Here is another | 
Word, viz. {9 added to that which is in} 
our Text, and is well enough tranſlated, 
Be of good Courage. In another Verſe, 
| 


Only be thou ſtrong and couragious : On-| 
of 


LIM 


ny 


H-"JAnd here. another Word is added to both 


If. 
Id 


d 


'S, 


IC' 


IC 
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P?: as if he had nothing elſe to do. 


the former Words, and hath a vehement 

mphaſis attending it TD; Multum, abun- 
danter,copioſe,valde, majorem in modum. It 
ſignifies Might, Vehemency, and Dili 
gence, all one can do, one's utmoſt Et- 
torts. Verſe the Ninth, Be ftrong , and 
of good Ceurage , as before ; bur adds, 
[YSPT1-78 NNN 78)V)] Be mot afraid , nor 


{diſmay'd ; have a Courage that delpiſeth 
IFear, that gives not back, te the Diffi- 
{culties what they will ; Bezng nothing ter- 


rified by your Adverſaries : As Paul words 


fit, Phil. 1.28. agrecably to both the Ze- 
Ihrew Words, God was pleaſed to uſe in 
Ithis Excitation of Foſbua : He was a Man 


of an excellent Spirit ; yet ſee how he was 
treated. May be, it may tempt fome 


1 Men to think meanly of him, becauſe of 
Ithe Treatment he had ; but if the beſt of 


Men had nor need of help to ſupport and 
invigorate their Spirits, under ſuch De- 
ſigns as this, the Spirit of God would ne- 
ver have beſtowed fo much Chafing, and 


JExcitation, on ſuch a Man as Joſhua. A- 
Jeain, Hagga? I. 14, 15. 'tis laid, The 


B 4 Lord 
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Lord ſtirred ' up the Spirit of ZerubbabelWP 
and of Foſhua, and of the People. As li 
that was not enough, God ſends again infh 
the Seventh Month, Chap. 2. 1. on thi 
fame Errand. as the Text hath told you 
For the Word of the Lord came to Haggat 
ſpeak now to: Zerubbabel, be ſtrong, &c 
Here let me obviate an Objeion, that Yh1 
thought more ſolemnly to have conſyu 
dered. et 
; May be, ſome that are ill Interpretergti 
- of well-meaning Minds, may think, thaffr 
that ſuch a Call as this, to Courage andjd 
Fortitude, and an Heroick Magnanimity: 
doth inſinuate, as if the Gentlemen endlp 
gaged in our Reformation, were Men offi 
mean Spirits, and wanted Courage ; Whyſ 
elle make I ſo much ado about ir ? 

But as I have no ſuch Thought inn 
my Heart, and nothing but my WeakylI 
neſs can betray me to be ſuſpeAted offc 
a Deſign to 1nſinuate any (uch thing | 
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ſo both the Text, and the Evidence 
that other Scriptures have given tc 
the Truth of the Do@rine , will take 
away that ſuſpicion : For if ſuch a Mar 
as Joſhua, as Cerubbabel, as the Highy | 

| Prieſt 
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7 Prieſt, needed it fo often, it will be no 
Simination to thoſe that have undertaken 
imthis Great Work, to treat them as others 
Juch great, and ſuch excellent Men have 
een treated, in Caſes not unlike, 
The two firſt Dodrines ſhall be the - 
cltwo firſt Reaſons for the Proof and Can» 
firmation of this DoQrine. Why, or 
{whence it is, that when Perſons concern- 
ed in Reformation do meet with Difficul- 
ties, and Oppoſitions, enough to difcou« 
rage and daunt their Spirits in their Un» 
dertakings, they ſhould then ſtir-yp thents 
I{:lves, and be ftirred up by others, to 
proſecute the Work with all vigour, wax 
gitronger and ſtronger, ll they prevail 
j over all that is 1n the Way. 
x. Becauſe there uſually (why might I 
in} not ſay always) ariſeth ſuch Dangers and 
cl Difficulties, as cannot be otherwiſe over- 
|come, To this the Context ſpeaks fully, 
4asI have ſhewed you, when I raiſed this 
as a DoQrine from it : But let Experience 
of ſpeak, Did you ever read of a Reforma» 
f tion, which was not thus embarraſſed, 
and incumbered 2 What Work did Noah 
14 find, in his Endeayours to reform the Old 
World ? 
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World > Was it eaſier with Lot, in Sodom 3 
Tf Foftas will reform his People, what Op: 
poſition doth he meet with ; What a Force 
muſt he exert to cauſe them td do it 2 
[2 Chron. 34.] It Nehemiah will put fordf 
ward the Temple, reform the Sabbath 
Tobias, and Sanballat, will turn ever 
Stone, to diſmay him in it 2 Did our Sax 
viour attempt the Redemption and Re 
formation of Men 2 With what Fury didfft 
the Devil attack him? What Afﬀeronts daſhi 
his Emiſſaries put upon him 2 What 
Snares do his Relations, and Peter him 
ſelf, lay. for him > Mafter, ſave thy ſelf 
Nordoubt but our Retormers have hadfii 
large Experience of this kind, from faigſfr 
Friends, and quiet Neighbours, as well agſþi 
boiſterous Criminals, In this Caſe, whathv 
can be done without Courage? Nay, whatfe 
can ordinary Courage do ? It is not for 
timerous, and faint-hearted Men, to en«fh 
gage inſuch Enterprizes ; the Spirit muſtFh 
be ſtirred up, ſurmount the Difficulties, it 
or the Work will not be done. 

2. You muſt be ſtirr'd up, and invigoire 
rated, becauie the Nature of Man needss 
it : The Imbecility of the Soul of Manffu 

ren 


A Call to Reformation. 1g 
Henders him liable to fink under Diſcou- 
wagements. Our Fear is mightily advan- 
eed in our fallen Stare, and our Courage 
2&- much diminiſhed. What a brave, 
ra$nowing, fearleſs Man was Adam, before 
Sis Fall ! He could, upon Sight of the 
yEreatures, give them Names, anſwering 
heir Natures, and.was as fearleisas know- 
bg : But let him break off his Dependance 
difffrom God:, and you ſhall preſently find 
ofim playing the Fool,. ſo'as none bur a 
itMan almoſt bereft of Thoughts, could 
140 : You will find him Aruck with Fear, 
fifphich Sin had let in upon him, hiding 
dihimſelf in the Thickets (a likely Shelter ) 
irFfrom the Preſence of God. And as he loſt 
þis/Knowledge, he loſt his Courage ; and 
the feel with what feeble Attacks we can 
;tFefiſt the Difficulties we meet withal ; we 
rope apt to þþe afraid, and diſmayed, and 
1therefore our Courage muſt be excited, 
he Imbecility of our fallen Nature makes 
s, Ft neceſſary. 

3- The Third Reaſon may be argued 
orom the Capacity of the Soul ; our Soul 
Js8s capable of being excited : We have Fa- 
nFulties, and Powers, that may be excited, 
[Þ | and 
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and influenced by fuch OlyeAs, and M 
tives, .as may. be hid betare us ; we tc 
others may: hearten us ; we can chaff 
our ſelves under, and againſi Dilcouragy 
ments, that are. not inſuperable ; elſe ri 
Method of God by his Propher, to (if 
up Zerubbabel, &c. had been a fruitleff 
Attempt. - Take Heart, my. Friends ; Sha 
the crowiog;;.. fighting Cock , clap | 
Wings, to ſtar up his Spirits and. Vigoulf 
gnd will not-you ? So that you-lee, witli 
out more Enlargement, you have need 
ſtir up your felves, and ſuffer others ; 
{tir you up in theſe Matters, it you conf 
der, 1. The Difficulties that attend then 
2- The Imbecility of your Nature ung 
them. 3.. The Capacity of your So 
n be by theſe Methods fortified agair 
Tem, 

* What Uſe may this Doctrine be of 
us, in ſuch a Caſe as this ? ls it ſo, t 
Men concerged in Reformation do 
with Difficulties, and Oppoſition, enougſt 
to diſcourage, and ſink their Spirits, thif" 
they ſhould be ſtirred up by others, ag" 
they ſhould ſtir up themſelves, that tha? 
may be able to proſecute this Work wil” 
g00d effe&t; * I. Thaf” 


Me. 
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4 I. Then, 'Firſt, it is 'of Reprehenſion 
$ ſeveral ſorts of Perſons amongſt us. 
of 1. To thoſe, to all thoſe, that I may 
Mile Neuters'in theſe Mattety';' on-neithet 
aide, neither -Criminals, nor yet Refor- 
Sners, Mendf Gallio's Tettiher, That care 
for none of theſe things, AAS18. 17. Let 
She Name of God be blaſphemed by Cur- 
Ing, and Swearing ; ict the Sabbath be 
 Wrotaned by Trading, by Fudling, ; er 
Kdultery, and Whoredom, © have thel 
purſe : What isthat to them, they hay 
@ther Buſineſs to mind, they will not þ 
Bufic-bodies in other Mens Matters 2 Why 
FYhould they involve themietves? Are they 
heir Brothers Keepers? . Hear what God 
- Mays, and tremble under thy daring Folly, 
hy baſe Neutrality : Thou ſhalt not bate 
by. Brother, in thine Heart ; thou (halt in 
wiſe rebuke thy Neighbour, and not ſuf- 
Mer Sin upon him, Lev. 19.17. Is it a 
Sight Matter with thee, to negle@ to' re- 
Duke thy Brother, thy Neighbour, when, 
n God's Account, it is hating him inthy 
Meart 2 which God hath let thee know 1s 
urder, x John 3. 15. Whoſoever hateth 
he's Brother, is a Murderer, Say not, I 


put 


E : to add the greater Emphaſis to enforcdtt 
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put thee upon more than rebuking, eveg;: 
correQing and puniſhing of him : For thy: 
Word 'which we tranſlate in this plat 
Rebuke, ſignifies to rebuke by Deeds, 4 
well as Words, ſet as Judge, chaſtize ar 
correct ; as P/al. 38.1. Nay, the Wo 
is doubled ; in rebuking, thou ſhalt n 
-buke ; in correcting, thou ſhalt correq 


Duty : Moreover, the Words which w 
. tranſlate, Thou ſhalt not ſuffer Sin up 
him; may be read, That thou bear mi 
Sin for him ; or, Take his Sin «pon thet 
It ſeems, the negle& of our Duty to hin 
Jo rebuking, correQing him, and reclai 
ing him fram his Sins, makes us Parts 
kers with him, both in his Sin and Py 
niſhment. And haſt not thou Sin enoug 
of thine own, to an{wer for, that tho 
gdareſt involve thy ſelf in other Met 
Guilt > Awake, awake, ſhake off th 
loarbſome Neutrality ; conſideriog, 
x. [t puts thee under the Dillike « 
God. 24dly, The Diſlike of good Me 
And, 3dly, The Contempt even of b 
Men. | 


- * | 
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1. x. It; puts thee urcider the Diſhke of 
! "God; who cannot. but take it ill at thy 
* Hand : He hath ,not play'd the Neuter 
aL with thee. Hath he not given-thee a Be- 
$ing? and put thee into good Circum- 
ſtances? and made thee capable of his Ser- 
I vice 2 . Doth he not ſhew thee, that all 
al thou art, and-haſk, is his, by more Titles 
4 than. one? And doth not Providence no- 
M.tific to thee, The Lord hath now need of 
thee.; to help to ſtem this Tide:of Wic- 

| kedneſs , that beaxs ſo hard upon us, in 


-# this Adulterous Generation? Hath he. aot 


ll enabled thee by good Laws, and excel- 
3d lent Magiſtrates ,' to, do ſomething for 
Al bim? And wilt thou (ill excuſe thy ſelf: 
Oh! thou arc loth tro meddle, notwith- 
A ftanding thy Capacity, Ability, Opportu- 
4 8ity to help the Lord againſt his daring 


Al Adverſaries | Well;-if I muſt leave thee, 


hy (be thou one 1n the Magiſtracy, or Mini- 
Jfiry, or one of the People ;) if I muſt leave 
, thee, as like thecrafty Gallzo, as I found 
F thee, let-me leave this with thee ; Thar if 
thou wilt not come out to the help of the 
JLORD, tho' it be againi? the Mighty, 

that ſupport Debauchery, the LOR D 
TO 
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is like: to overtake thee } Jallges 5 

5 | 
Art Abu afratd of the H-will, and fier 
Fury of thy luſtful and angry Neighbour | 
and art 'tHou-not afraid:of an angry Gd} 
What a Wretchart thou | Doſt thou know 
dar&t thou think, whht this means, ant 
yet hold on in thy Neutral Temper} 
Read 2reh, I. 4 5,6 'and do it arth 
peril: 

2. Thou art under the Diſlike bf eſs 
Men, thit are active for God in Reform; 
tion-Work ; they are troubled at it, an& 
grieved/ for i it, to ſee Ged diſhonout'd; Je 
bauchery perpetrated, and ſuch a Perſolf 
as thou, (who haſt {o'many Advantage 
m thy Hand) ſtand by unconcern'd : Hav 
God, and good Men, been every way" f 
kind to thee, done ſo much for thee, a 
do they expect this from thee > And wi 
thou do nothing? Whatznor this little thing? 
for them 2 Oh! where is thy GratitudeF 
What a vile Wretch art thou, . that half 
none ? F- 
. Whatever Favour and Value tha 
hopeſt to conciliate to thy ſelf, with b 


Men, (that are impatient of the Refe 
matic 
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Snation of their Lives and Manners ;) they 
ill but contemn and deſpiſe thee, for thy 
ybaſe Neutrality ; they cannot love thee, 
Sbecauſe thou art not one of them ; and 
J{phey will deſpiſe thee, becauſe thou dareſt 
jot appear againſt that in them, which 
hey, and thou know, is bad in them. 
- Whey have ſome confeſſed, aweful Reve- 
zypence, to Men of Pjety and Vertue; that 
dare to be good, and ſtand to it, and face 
5&1! Oppoſitions and Reproaches, that ap- 
Sear againſt it : They dare not to be 
@vicked under a Catv's Eye, in view of 
»Juch a Man as he ; But how mean a thing 
o@W@rt thou, in the Eyes of theſe vile Perſons, 
rho dareſt do nothing againſt the Immo- 
v@alitics thou dareſt not at. Well, Sirs, 
Gvhat will you now do upon the whole 
n&Marter 2 Have you had no Concern, for 
rif8he rebuking, corre@ing, and reforming 
of Drunkenneſs, Swearing, Curſing, Who- 
eFing, Sabbarh-breaking, Stealing, and ſuch 
alike Wickedneſſes, which the Laws of the 
Tand enable you to, and the good and 
Excellent Magiſtrates of this Renowned 
zaF-ity, encourage you in 2 And will you 
offiave none aſter all God, and Man, have 
ic C ſaid 
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ſaid to you, and expe@ from you ? Quiff' 
for ſhame, your ſluggiſh Poſt ; our, up 
and be doing, and be at ſome more Cc 
and Pains ; (it may put you to both) þ 
cauſe of the little you have yet done. 
2. It reproves thoſe that are Loyte 
ers 1n this painful Work. "Tis a Worl 
which, you hear, requires Strength 'arl 
Vigour ; a ſtirring up of Strength, ſu@ 
as will prevail : Tet now be ſtrong, 6 
Sinner, I muſt deal plainly with thee, Þ 
thou lay not out thy ſelf to ſome put 
poſe, to good purpoſe, to make ſom 
what of it, thy idling Temper will entitY 
thee to an, Oh thou ſlothful, and wick 
Servant : Wicked, becauſe ſlothful, Mt 
25. 26, And thy Reward ſhall be a 
cording to thy Work. Read Verſe 
For the Curſe of the Lord cannot b 
take hold of thee, if thou do his Work 
ceitfully : 2. e. negligently, Fer. 48. 1Þ 
God, and thy-Redeemer, have not brougi 
about the Work of thy Redemption, Þ 
ſuch a negligent, loytering Way of Worl 
ing. ls this the beſt thou canſt, thou wi 
do for him, and at ſuch a needful 
Cture as this? We account an Eye-Sg: 


o val 


A Cell to Reformation. 2 7 ” 


wihyant amongſt bad Servants ; and well we 

Tlmay ; they will not work longer than 

alltheir Maſter looks on. I wiſh I knew 

Athow to perſwade thee to be an Eye-Ser- 
Avant, to work diligently, tho' but whilſt 
iby Maſter looks on, and expedts it from 

wllthee : For his Eye is always on thee, he 

bes when thou ſhutteſt thine Eyes upon 
ihe Wickedneſs thou ſhouldeſt puniſh ; 
220d takeſt thine Eaſe, when Matters call 
thee to be up and doing : Remember thy 
wtudge maintains a Spy in thy own Bo- 
Some, that will tell of all thy Sloth, Cold- 
ieze(s, and Loytering in his Work, and 
Service. 

1 3- It reproves thoſe that will not (tir 
Jup themſelves, with all their Might and 
FVigour, when the Difficulties they la» 
:Sbour under, are ready to diſpirit them. 

Bhat not uſe and improve the Capacities 
Syou have 2 What ſit down before you 
dave turned every Stone ? Bear your Re- 
Wroof , and chide your daſtardly Spirits : 
ſti up your ſelves at ſuch a rate, as you 
Am2y not need the help of others, who 
SyUil be backward enough to doit, 
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4. It reprovesthoſe that will not ende 
vour to ſtir up, and invigorate others td 
the Work , when they need.it ; whe 
their Courage fails for want of it... Thikk 
is one of the Works of our Sacred Fuy 
Qion, //a.58. 1. But it is not confir 
to us. Our excelleot Judges, .Juſtices 
the Peace, Stewards of Courts-Leer, 
they bear a Teſtimony, they promo 
this Matter, as well as we. 4; 

V. And Laſtly, It reproves thoſe tha 
take it ill, that will not bear to be exalſ 
ted: It's a thing which Men do work, 
bear, when- they moſt need it. But *nþ 
not reaſonable to preſume, I am ſpeaking 
to many ſuch : What ſhould they do hen 
on this Occaſion ? And therefore let us e 
deavour to improve it by way of Excit 
tion, to ſuch a Work, at ſuch a Seaſon 
this. 

You ſee, by the Warrant of my Te 
_ a juſtifying Occaſion to apply m 
elf, | 
+. To thoſe who are Civil, [ if } Suh 
ordinate, Rulers, and Governours. 

2. To thoſe that are Sacred, and Ecck 
fiaſtical Governours, under the King ; 
well as, 3. IF 
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3. To all the People of the Land, of 
tgthe City, and of the Country, into whoſe 
eGHands, God, by his Providence, puts any 
WOpportunity to execute good Laws, for 
Wihe reſtraining Debaucheries of ever 
Wkind : To thee, O Zerubbabel ; to thee, 
RO Foſbua ; to you, O People of the Land, 
Gthe Errand of my Text, and DoQtrine 
Weomes : And O that I knew how to give 
Jt its Force : O that the good Spirit of 
God would give it its Authority and 
aPower over all your Conlciences, that it 

Sight have an Effet upon all of us, as 
tit had in //rae!'s Day, on all of thean!- 
; 1. To thoſe of you that are in any Of- 
Fices, appointed to execute theſe good 
MILaws : Much I could ſay, to excite you 
d a zealous, prudent, impartial, diligent 
\pplication to your Work : There are 
FTopicks tor Arguments peculiar to your 
ales, your Commuiltions, your Oaths, 
he Truſt you have taken upan you, the 
FConfidence our dread Sovereign, and his 
WkPcople, have in you, and the Expedati- 
$ons all have from you. There are Coun- 
cigels proper and neceſſary to be takes, 


bour dealing firſt with your own Hearts, 
C 3 Houſes, 
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Houſes, and Converſations, in order tq 
your more effectual Management of what 


you endeavour for ethers : And had I na 
been credibly inform'd, ( by thoſe that 


dare not impoſe upon me) of the Conlſch 
entious Care that moſt ef you have taken 
in theſe Things, I ſhould have preſumed 
to addreſs you with the Plainneſs that 
natural to me, and as neceſſary on thi 
Occaſion : But it is Matter of my Joy 
that your Condud, in theſe Things, haul: 
ſo far ſuperſeded my Applications to you: 
Go on , good Gentlemen , to fignalia 
your ſelves to the End, as you have don 
in the Beginning ; that the upriſing Gef 
neration may call you Bleſſed, and ble 
God for you, as we do. | 
2. Tothoſe of, you my Brethren, tha 
| 


are as the Sons of the Prophets, that lik 
Haggai the Prophet, and Foſhua the Prie 
of the Lord, are, by the Sacred Tie« 
your Honourable Funfion, under Oblg 
gation 70 cry aloud, to lift up your Voic 
like Trumpets, Ia. 38, 1. To excite all ; 
every great, and good Work ; eſpecial 
one that is ſo excellent in itſelf, fo benetit 
cial to the World, Topicks-arc "_ } 
oo 
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ajſeck, to ſtir you up to the Duty of your 
APlace, in ſuch a Juncture as this : Did it 
1a not better become me, to learn of you, 
' {than preſume to preſcribe to you. 
ot . But to you, O People of the Land, 
4 kt me lay, Up, and be doing ; every 
MI Soul to its Poſt ; this Work cannot be 
1 done without you. It no Criminal had 
been.puniſh'd in ſrae/, but thole Moſes 
F found in the Fact, how few had they 
NI bcen ? Reformation calls for many ; nay, 
a J 1 had almoſt ſaid, all Hands : I need call 
J'no other Vouchers than my Text and 
1A Dodrine. 
1 And tho' I wave the Motives peculiar 
"I. to Officers, Civil, and Sacred, on the 
IF Grounds 1 hinted ; yet give me leave to 
offer {ome. Inforcements, that may (if 
"7 God pleaſe to give them their Weight 
T with you ) have a tendency to influence 
1 81! _y ſorts of Perſons, my Text, and the 
J Occaſion warrant me to addreſs, by way 
T of Excitation. 
r. Conſider how much of this good 
"Work is already done, mavgre all the 
# Difficulties under which it at firſt la- 


MF Lourcd. 
$ C 4 2. Con- 
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2. Conſider how much is yet to be 
done, which cannot be done without 
more Hands. 

3. How much Encouragement theref 1 
lies in the Text, for every one to do his 
part, when God will be with him, and 
his Reward is ſure to him. 

Firſt conſider for your Encouragement; 
' What hath been done. Bleſſed be God, 
there is any thing done : You may ſee 
reaſon to joyn in this Thankſgiving, and 
take Heart to.quit your ſelves like Men; 
in what remains to be done ; if you pleaſe] 
bur to Jook back with me, upon ſome of 
the many Diſcouragemeats, and Obſtru- 
ions, under which it at firſt laboured. 'Þ 

1. [t was done againſt all the Wicked«{. 
neſs, and Corruption, that is in the dege- 
nerate Natures of wicked Men ; nay, off 
Corruption excited by the Devil, rooted 
and ſtrengthned into Habit 3 which is 
more than meer Nature ; a {econd Na- 
ture, worle (1t poflible) than the firſt; 
The Luſts, and Paſſions, of every de» 
bauched , wicked Man, in Court, and 
City, are againſt the Work, and the Do- 
ers of it ; and ſpirit them, in ſome Fits, 

[0 


3, 
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to deſign and endeavour thoſe deſperate 
Things, which may be Exerciſe to the 
greateſt Courage : Nay, 'tis a Wonder to 
me; no more violent Effe&s have: been 
produced, from ſuch boiſterous Cauſes ; 
to make thoſe that hear, to fear, and med: 
dle no more. Much of which is due to 
your prudent Conduct, in concealing the 
Names of thoſe that gave in the Informa- 
tions, | 
2. There was another Difficulty, and 
that about the forming of theſe excellent 
Societies, out of Men of different Per- 
ſwaſions about Matters in Religion, and 
different Opinions about ſome Rites and 
Circumſtances of their Religion. Diffe- 
rences of ſmaller moment, have, by the 
Skill of Rome, and Hell, been ſo mana- 
ged, as to divide and imbitter the Hearts 
of good Men, both Miniſters, and Peo- 
ple, and render many of them uncapable 
of that Love and Union, which might 
lubſerve many a Common Good ; as 
yours hath, and doth, and islike (through 
Divine Goodneſs) further to do. We 
muſt own it to our Reproach, * that we 
ought to have fet you a Copy pw hos 
ING ; 
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kind ; and by our bearing with, and for 
bearing of one another, 1n our leſſer Dif- 
ferences, -have heartily joyned in thoſe 
Methods, that might promote the com» 
mon Intereſt, oft our common Lord; 
How much more had this been to our: 
Honour, than to revile-and reproach one 
* another, on Account of theie ſuppoſed 
little Differences. | 

But in this I muſt rebuke my (elf, be. 
cauſe I have reaſon to hope, we, and our 
Brethren, that have a deep Sence of the 
1ll, Influences rheſe Things have upon the 
Inwards, the Spirits, and Power of Rel 
gion, are coming to a better Temper to- 
wards one another : May we write after 
your Copy, and laying afide all Reſeat- 
MMents, and carnal Contentions, joyn in 
that, in which we are fo well agreed, to 
promote the [ntereſt of our great Maſter; 
veriiying the old Trenick Saying, Opinzo- 
num varietas & Opinantium unitas non ſunt, 
@ozz1z. Oh! for a fuller Meaſure off 
that Spirit of Chriſt, of pure Chriſtianity, 
which would facilitate that to us, it hath} 
already done to you. 


3. Ano 
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3. Another great Impediment aroſe 
from the [niquity of the late Reigns. It's 
not unknown to many of you, thathave 
read the Secret Hiſtories of thoſe Reigns, 
or the more Authentick Memoirs, and 


ColleQtions thereot ; that the daring De- 


ſigns of the Gunpowder-Traitors, Awo 
1605, had ſuch an Influence upon that 
feartul Prince, King James the Firſt, that 
few, if any, true Steps, towards Refor- - 

mation, were ever ſince advanced by him, 
or his. If this were a place for it, I could 
eaſily tell you, that favour to Popery and 
Protaneneſs, became Governing Principles 
in our Britiſh Politicks : Witneſs the 
trinkling, mean Condeſcention of that 
Prince to Papiſts ; nay, to the Pope him- 
ſelf, under the abuſive Treaty for the 7x- 
fanta of Spain, and the Proclamation for - 
Looſe and Licentious Sports,on the Lord's- 
Days ; ( that Reproach of his, and his 


. Son's Reigns) : And, if ſome guels right, 


the Foundation of the Ruine of that un- 


\. happy Prince.. And when he turn'd off 


from tantalizing of Spain, he appli to a 
Daughter of Fraxce : Such a Biggot was 
ſhe to the Romiſh Religion, and fuch an 
Aſcen- 
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Aſcendant had ſhe over his Son, her Huſ 
band, Charles the Firſt, that all Things 
ran in the like Channel, for Popery, and 
Profaneneſs, and with a greater Torrent; 
witnels repeated Proclamations, in favour 
of both : And tho' God gave ſignal No- 
tices of his Diſplealure againſt that Fa- 
mily, in Ways I need not name ; . yet the 
Return of Charles the Second, atter all 
the ſham Pretences to the contrary, iſſu-- 
ed in favour of Popery, and greater Pro- 
faneneſs, and Debauchery. [| have been 
aſſured, a Clergy-Man .of that Comayu- 
nion, did in a Frolick freely fay, That 
it was agreed. by their Politicians, that 
they had no hope to introduce their Re- 
ligion here, but by Atheiſm, Irreligion, 
and Debauchery of the Gentry, ana Cler- 
gy ; which, by a variety of Means, they 
brought about ſoeffcEtually, that all forts 
of, Wickedneſles were now barefac'd, da- 
ring the Sun, in the laſt Reigns, to the 
great Grief of many of the Reverend true 
Sons of the Charch : Now Swearing, 
Curſgng, Damaing,, Whoring, Sabbath- 
breaking, hating, reviling, and perſecu- 
ting of all ſerious Godlinels, were grown 

x very 
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very modiſh, and very faſhionable Things, 
rode in Triumph, above the Controul of 
thoſe that ſhould have atteſted them, 

4. Another great Impediment, was, 
that when this Revolution came upon us, 
over all the Mountains of Difficulty, and 
Diſcouragement, in ways, we looked not 
for, ſo little was at firſt done to reform 
the Court, City, Country, Army, Navy, 
Magiſtracy, and Miniſtry : 'Tis true, we 
made a glorious Step about our Judges, 
(the Honour of the Courts they fit in;) 
But did we not ſtick there ? I am told, 
that the Politicks that ſtopt us there, and 
kept us from a further, and fuller Refor- 
metion, were ſuch as theſe. This wasto 
begin at the wrong End, which the Na- 
tion would not yet bear : We muſt firſt 
ſettle the Throne, eſtabliſh the Govern« 
ment, and then reform what was amiſs im 
Religion, and the Morals of Men. And 
I have been told, that theſe Politicks were 
carried over into a Neighbour Nation, 
for a Meaſure of their Proceedings ; and 
were propoſed, and were too like to take 
there alſo ; but that a Great Man ſtood 
up, and ſgnalized himſelf, by ſaying, Lee 


__ 
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| &s do God's Work firft, and truft him 
with ours ; let us reform, and God will 
ſettle wu. And what hath fince befallen. 
them, and us, under our. different Me- 
thods, may tell us who were 1n the right : 
For I will confeſs, that when God did not 
goout with us, as before : When Succeſs 
was withdrawn from us, I had many 
ſearching Thoughts about the Caule of it ; 
and found Reaſen to acquieſce in the Dif- 
covery God made by our Prophet Fag- 
gai, in a Caſe not unlike ours, FZag. x. 
ver. 4, 6, 10, 11. But this may ſeem 
above my -Sphere, and therefore I will 
not preſume ſo much, as to open the 
Words ; much leſs apply them to my 
Superiours, who may have other Thoughts 
of theſe Things, if they do not conſider 
this Text, inthe Sence I have done. 

5. Another Impediment was, the Re- 
proach the worſt of Men caſt upon theſe 
Honourable Societies ; branding them tor 
Tnformers, a Name a lace Reign had juſtly 
rendred moſt odious : For when their Dza- 
»a, Popery, and Profaneneſs, had a hope» | 
ful Profpett ; they found there was a ſort 


| of Perſons, (the Remains of the old Purs- 
_ tans) 


A 
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tans) who were not fully of the Way of 
the Eſtabliſhed Church ( which 'they 
thought wanted a fuller Reformation) ; 
who by their Preaching, and Living, gave 
great Rebuke to what was doing ; Ways 
were found todiſcourage theſe Men, Laws 
procured, Informers encouraged, and ma» 
ny Perſons, and Families, ruined. | 
And as the Men called by that Name, 
and animated to that Work, were of the 
Firſt-born of the Devil, the vileſt of bad 
Men ; fo their Buſineſs had juſtly rendred 
them the Contempt of all that were not 
it: a great meaſure like themſelves ; and 
the -Name former, brought no Idea to 
Mens Minds, but what was horrid and 
abominable : Theſe Societies advancing to 
their excellent Undertaking, in this Jun- 
ture of Aﬀeairs, were inſtantly ſtigmati- 
zed with that Name : As if the Mobb it 
ſelf could not diſtinguiſh between an In- 
former engaged to ruine good Men for 
Godlineſs-ſake 5 and an Intormer (for fo 
he muſt be call'd ) engaged to dere, 
convict, corre, and reform the vicious 
Livesand Manners of Men : And had not 
theſe Men been-of a more excellent Spi- 
rit, 
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rit, advanced above the Reprozches of 

Men, this Proje&t could not but have pe- 
rifh'd here : I. will confeſs for my {eif, 

. that the Notice of it, canſed me to abans 
don turther Hopes of them, and it ; but 
am glad I am fo happily deceiv'd. 

VR 6. And Laſtly, When the firſt Seaſon, 

_ at the beginning of this happy Revolution, 

was lo far flipt, and fo little done towards 
the reforming a vicious Army, Navy, 
Court, City, and Country ; there were, 
vigorous Overtures made, by our .excel- 
lent King, and Nonſuch Queen, to retrieve 
this falſe Step : I need not recite their vi. 
gorous Application , to Officers Sac: ed, 
and Civil ; but how their, and our ds 
ſonable Hopes, were torally baftled , 
need not ſay. Whether, as ſome lay, » 
Reformation was put into Hands that 
needed it, and were heartily againſt it ; 
or whether they looked upon Wickedneſs 
as got above their Controul, I am loth 
to ſay ; but this I muſt ſay, that in all 
my Sphere, (which was not the narrow-. 
eſt) I knew no Inſtances of any Attempts, 
made by theſe Men, towards it. Howe- 

© Ver, wy Deſign is not to refle& upon 


any 
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any Eccleſiaſtical, or Civil Adminiſtra- 
tors, in whoſe Hands the Work ſucceeded 
not : May God cauſe them to refle, to 
ſee whether they did their utmoſt int it ; 
for when ſuch Overtures fail of their deſfi- 
red End, they render what was but diffi- 
cult before, next to impoſlible afterwards ; 
and ſo our Reformers found it : And no 
Courage,and Greatneſs of Mind, but what 
was like theirs, could have ( humanly 
ſpeaking ) brought it to a better iſſue, 
But is any thing done, ſo much done, in 
deſpite of all theſe Difficulties, and Diſ- 
couragements ? why ſhould you not take 
Heart > You may remember, that the 
Succeſs the Great Alexander had againſt 
the Great (I had almoſt faid Greater) Da- 


ris, fluſhd him with freſh Vigour, to 


purſue his Vieories over unknown Coun- 
tries. Did not Ceſar's Succeſſes fortifie 
his ſtout Mind, under, and againſt ſuc- 
ceeding Difficulties? the Fear and Danger 
of the proud Waves, were not to terrifie, 
where Ceſar, and his Fortunes, were to 
be conſerv'd : And tho' I have little of the 
Deference to thoſe Great Men, which I 


En» 
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Encomiums their-Admirers gave of then ; 
becauſe I now eaſily fee the Luſt, the Cru- 
elty, the Arbitrary Invaſion of other Mens 
Rights, and Properties, by which they 
were notoriouſly acted : Yet I would 
learn from them (as bad as they were) to 
take reaſonable Encouragement from 
former Succeſſes, to future Enterpri- 
zes ; eſpecially w here they are good like 
yours. 

2. A Second Motive to ſtir up all, 
both Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and People, 
to joyn Heart and Hand herein, is to cor 
ſider how much is yet to do, and of what 
kind it is : For there is an Inforcement in 
it both ways conſidered ; tho' Wicked- 


nels be (Praiſe to God, and Thanks to our 


Reformers) put under great Rebuke, for- 
ced to ſeek its Corners, ſhelter itſelf in 
turking Holes ; yet we have reaſon to think 
that many act cautiouſly, which do not live 


vertuouſly; the Rule of the Cautious is, $i 


on caſte tamemwcaute:Now if it be connived 
at there, it will ſoon (like Vermine) creep 


abroad again: And if you do not drive Kt 
out of its dark Corners, into which youſ 
have he!ped to drive1t, what can we hope} 


for ? 
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for 2 And pray obſerve, that this kind of 
Work calls for more inquiſitive Search, 
and private Application than was needful, 
when Immorality walk'd barefac'd, was 
ken in every open Place, might be found 


without looking for : And more Hands 


we, on that Account, yet neceſſary ; the 
Lord awaken us to uſe them, and to help 
you with them. 

I. Thirdly, Confider by way of In- 
forcement, toa vigorous Attivity herein ; 
the great Benefit, and Advantage, that 
hath, and may accrue, from what is, and 
may yet be done in this Matter ; if you 
reſpec, 

1. The Intereſt, and Honour of God ; 


which is ſo daringly run upon, by the 


Wickedncſles you are endeavouring to re- 
form : When theſe Vices bid Defiance to 
God, aftront, and pour Contempt upon 
bis Laws, and Government ;; they. make 
the Great GOD ſeem mean, and look 
contemptible ; as the laſt of the Prophets 
hath abundantly ſhewn. Now hath this 
ather any Child here, that is uncon- 
cern'd for his Honour, and Intereſt 2 Tt 
may be a Baſtard, it cannot be a Legiti- 
| D 2 _ mate 
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mate Son : If therefore you have any De. 
ference for God, any hearty Concern for 
bis negle&ed Intereſt, and Honour, anyy 
Good-will ro his Name, that is blaſphslz 
med ; his Sabbaths, which are profaned( 
his other Laws, that are openly, and capt 
temptuouſly violated : Sure you will uy 
and be doing. Isnot this God your Owner 
your daily BenefaQtor ? Are not you hi 
Stewards, his accountable Stewards 2 Ant 
will you not ſtir at ſuch a time, 1n ſuch 
Caſe as this, that ſo nearly concerns you 
God, and Father 2 Will you pretend Relk 
verence to your Father, and yet ſuffer hy 
Honour to be thus troden in the Dirt 2 | 
* 2. If you reſpet&t the Gocd of fo great 
a part of Mankind, now ſunk into Bry 
tifh Senſuality : Who knows, but it may 
be a Means to recover them out of tha 
Snare of the Devil, who are taken Capti 
( or taken alive, as in the Margin ) 4 
him, at bis Wifl, 2 Tim. 2. 26. Thgt 
Word we tranſlate Recover,ſign{ 
fying, to recover from Madnels 
Shame, may bring him toa right Ming 
| and to awake out of a drunken Sleep! 
They are doſed, :{tupified ; Shame, andtt 
4+, 
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o| Puniſhment may rouze them ; of which 
we have frequent Examples, if this were 
4 place for them : Flowever, we may rea- 
dafonably expet, a Threefold Advantage 
[to our debauched Neighbours from hence : 
It may prevent, 
er 1. The preſent Ruine of his Body. 
y 2. The neceſſary Ruine of his Eſtate. 
ond 3. The aggravated Ruine of his Soul, 
ay(at leaſt). 
ug” Need I tell them, or you, that Drun- 
ichkenneſs, Whoredom, and Tych-like Im- 
Whmoralitics, have a Natural Tendency, as 
;Jwell as a Moral procuring Efficacy, to 
amine both Body, Soul, and Eſtate : How 
rwjoſt have the Diſeaſes of a macerated Bo» 
\fldy , and the ſmall Remains of a waſted 
ſftſtate, told the World, what theſe Sins 
Mring to? The Marks of the Sin, are legi- 
Mole in the Puniſhment : And is it nothing 
to ſave him from ruining Poverty, and 
Mtottenneſs 1n his Bones 2 and that increaſe 
ego Torment, which multiplied Sin would 
nay him under 2 Is this thy Kindneſs to 
pFby Friend? tothy Neighbour 2 His Caſe, 
anftte Caſe of his Family, calls for Help and 
'Wity ; And haſt thou no Bowels ? 

D 3 3. If 
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3. If you reſpet the Good and Wel. 
fare of the Nation, and of this great City, 
of which you are Members. If you had 
never (cen your Bibles, had read only the 
Roman Hiſtories, you might ſee to what 
| a glorious Height, ſevere Vertue advan- 
ced them ; and how ſoon their Prowels, 
Courage, Succeſs, and Grandeur, ſunk 
to nothing, whea they let looſe to the 
Debaucheries, (o long countenanced, and 
practiſed amongſt vs. By Vertue they 
advanced, *till they were the Envy of theſ 
World; by Vice they ſunk, till they be 
came the Contempt of all. And this ws 
in the Nature of the Thing, as well 
from a Judicial Act of God : Vice did it 
as well as provoked God to do it. 

Our Bibles, that teach us better Thingg| 
than their Twelve Tables, are not ſparing, 
in this Diſcovery : Is the Old World, 
Sodom, are the Canaanites ruined 2 Is 84 
maria, Judah, Jeruſalem, to name no more. 
weakned, impoveriſhed, and brought lowf 
You are Strangers to your Bibles, if yc ( 
know not, that” Sin was the Cauſe. $i 
is the Shame, and Reproach, of any 
tion ; it bringeth it into Reproach, ali 

int 
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4.| into a State fit to be deſpiſed : When as 
alteth a Nation, Prov. 14. 34. God will 
hel 29t lopg bonour them, with happy and 
telicitating Circumſtances, that pour Con- 
tempt, and Diſhonour, upon him and his 
(| righteous Laws. 

"kl. This Prophet furniſheth us with a Paſ- 
hel ſage, highly adapted to our preſent Cale, 
od] 4g: 1. 2. The People had diſcharged 
themſelves from the Lord's Work ; The 
hel time i wot yet > This 1s not a favourable 
bel JunCture for Retorming Attempts ; they 
va) Will ſuffer Irreligion, and Immorality, to 
| of fake their Swinge, (not but that they 1n- 
| fend better Things, in better Tunes). 

{ This was their Courſe towards God, 
nod provoking enough : What was God's to- 
ol wards them 2 How proſpered they in their 

Trade and Commerce 2 Were they in a 
5, (briving way, whilſt unreformed, and 

| void of Care about it 2 Hear the Prophet, 
owl VEr. 6. Now therefore confider your ways, 
ye (or ſet your Heart on your Ways, as the 
&F Hebrew hath it; ) 9g. d. (andit was from 

the Lord he ſaid it), you take your ſelves 
ind for wiſe, and great Politicians ; no doubt 
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you think your ſelves altogether in the 
right, againſt me, after all my Prophets 
can ſay, jo bring you to a better Courſe; 
ſuch a one as that wherein you might 
proſper : But pray obſerve what you ſee 
and feel, without ſeeing the Caule : Te 
. have ſou n much, and bring in little; ye eat, 
but You have not enough ; ye drink, but ye 
are not filled with Drink ; ye cloath you, 
but there's none warm ; and he that earn- 
eth Wages, earneth Wages to put it into a 
Bag, with Holes. ( Or as the Hebrew 
picrfed through), Ver. 9. Te looked for 
much, and lo it came to little, when you 
brought it home, I did blow upon it : (Or 
as it may be read) [ blow'd it away ; it 
came to nothing, 1t did you no good. 

I may not ſtay to Paraphraſe theſe, and 
and ſeveral other Verſts of the ſame im- 
port, ſcattered here and there in this Pro- 
phecy, chap. r. and chap. 2, ver. Io, 11. 
But they plainly notifie, the unproſperous 
and calamitous State they were in, under 
that Curſe of God, which their neglet | 
of Reformation had brought them under: 
As he plainly tells them, (chap. 2. v. 16, 
17.) And the way to have it better, 18, 
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19. And bids them conſider it, again 
and again ; that tho' his Hand bad been 


| upon them, and they had felt it every 


way ſo heavy,yet they had not ſo much as 
thought of that Sin, which procured it 
upon them. Things went ill, but Sin was 
not the Cauſe ; Things happen by Chance, 
11] Conduct ; And how can we help it 2 
paſt Cure, paſt Care ; yer Sin, the pro- 
curing, and God, the efficient Cauſe of 
their bad Caſe, were overlouk'd. How- 
ever, if now, after all, they will ſet about 
, he 
will not be behind hand with the no, 
not a Day, Chap. 2.18. From this Day 
will I bleſs you, Chap. 2. 19. 
I am with more Regret taken off from 
a due Enlargement on this, becauſe I ve- 
rily fear it is too much our Caſe : May 
God put it into the Heads, and Hearts of 
Governours, Supream, as well as Subor- 
dinate, that we might (tho' it be late) be- 
gin at the right end ; recover thoſe faulty 
Steps we have taken to bring us into this 
State of Things, both at Home and A. 
broad. * Does not every one feel, and 25 
feelingly complain of the Judgments we 
have, 
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have, and yet do labour under ?.-Our un- 
ag Calamity, in, and about our 

oyn ; our Loſs of Trade by Land, our 
Lofles by Sea ; our Expence in the War; 
the Treachcry of fome intruſted : Nay, 
where do Complaints end ? And not- 
withſtanding that ſo good a King, ( 1 
think it no Flattery to ſay, the beſt [ hear 
of now in the whole World ) and ſome 
excellent Men, that are neareſt to him, 
can do to cale us, we are but where we 
feel our ſelves 2 What Fatigues do they 
endure? What Hazards doth he run ? 
And lia Little comes in by all 2 It's blown 
upon, It's blown away : One inveighs 
againſt one Inſtrument, another againlt a 
ſecond ; but who looks into our unre- 
formed State, as the trueſt Cauſe of alli 
this 2 Or who endeavours a National Re- 
formation ; from which we might date 
our wiſhed Retrieve : The Retrieve of 
our-Trade at Home, and Abroad ; of our 
abated Succeſſes by Sea, and Land : Nay, 
how many Hands are yet unimploy'd in 


this narrower Reformation, you have ſo | 


bappily ſer a going ? Let me ſpeak treely, 
that as the Sins of ſome Kings bave had a 
' ruining 
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ruining Influence upon their People ; fo 
the Sins of many a wicked People, have 
had a hand ro weaken, diſappoint (if not 
ruine) good Kings'; Kings better than their 
People: So that if you would ſhew your 
ſelves Friends to Ceſar, Friends toſo good 
a King,this 1s one of the beſt ways you can 
rake, truly to ſerve him. Is it not pity 
{o Heroick a Prince, one on whoſe Lite ſo 
much depends, ſhould do fo much, hazard 
himſelf ſo often by Sea, in the Camp, and 
in the High-places of the Field ; put him- 
ſelf ſo frequently among(t the hotteſt Fi- 
rings, to ſecure our Properties and Liber- 
ties, our Religion and Lives ; and have it 
all blown upon, and blaſted for our Sakes, 
for our Sins 2 If you will not up to your 
Work, for God's lake , tor your Neigh- 
bour's ſake, for your Nation's ſake, jor 
Poſterity's fake, do it for the King's fake : 
Fer if we ſtill do wickedly, Both we, and 
our King ſhall periſh. However, let 
me leave this with you,as the moſt hope- 
ful way to prevent his, and our bodeing 
Ruine ; and to render us yer again a flou- 
riſhing and happy Nation ; ſuch as a holy 
God may with Honour own, and ſtand * 
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by, and fave ; tho ina way of Preroga- 
tive : For | know not any other way, in 
which 'tis ro be done. I am lothto leave 
you almoſt perſwaced, and yet my pre- 
ſcribed Minutes forbid me to add much 
more. However, let me try the Motive 
in the Text, the laſt in our propoſed Order. 
| Laſtly, Conſider God will be with you : 
So indeed the Prophet ſaid to Zerubbabel, 
and his Helpers: And it was, no doubt, 
their great Encouragement; and would be 
yours, if I could make out your Title to 
his Preſence, as he did theirs. In this you 
will reckon, l muſt make great Abatement: 
And |, at firſt, rhought I muſt have made 
greater, than now | fee I need to make : 
For tho' I am neither Prophet, nor Pro- 
phet's Son, pretend to no immediate Com- 
miſſion from Heaven ; yet I find to your 
Encouragement, and mine, that tho' this 


looks likea peculiar perſonal Promiſe, not 


to be extended to any other Perſons, in 
any other (tho like) Caſes ; yet, I think, 
it will not be tound ſo : For I find this ve- 
ry Promiſe made to Foſhua,by Moſes,Deut. 
31.23. And Twill bewith thee ; meaning 
God, not Moſes. And v. 6, He will not 


fail 
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fail thee, nor forſake thee. And, Feſh. 1. 5. God 
himſelf repeats ic to Foſhua, I will be with thee, 
1 will not fail thee, nor for/ake thee. And if this 
be Exegetical of the former, we find chispar- 
ticular Promiſe extended to all that are good 
Men, Heb. 13. 5. It's uſed as an Argument for 
Content, to all that nced it : For be bath ſaid, 
I will never leave thee, nor forſake thee : So that 
we may boldly ſay, The Lord « my Helper : A 
Helper to every one in particular, as well as 
to all in general. Mark the turn, the change 
of the Number, Ye lay, my Helper. 

Now if God be with good Men, with eve- 
ry good Man,in every good Work (and here's 
no reſtrition): I may lay, after all this ſtrug- 
gle, as the Prophet, The Lord will be with you : 
nay, is with you in your Work ; for it's his. 
Having clear'd up your Title to the Promiſe, 
let us ſee what is in it ; what the better you 
ſhall be foric. It hath all in it, that is poſſible 
to be in a Promiſe; to have a God with us, 
that is All-ſufficient, it is enough : Whae 
would you wiſh for'more ? I who am wiſe 
enough to counſel thee, able enough to afford 
thee inward Support,and outward Afiſtance, 


| and an abundant Recompence : I will be 


with you, engaged for you ; nay, for my 
ſelf, it's my Work as well as yours ; it's only 
yours, becauſe it's mine. I hope you have, 
and will look to your own Hearts, that they 
be right with God ; to fee you be of upright 

| Hearts, 
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Hearts, as well as blameleſs Converſation ; 
do more at Home, than you can hope to do 
Abroad : And if fo, this great God will be 
with thee, to every gracious Purpoſe : And 
one encouraging Word I have for you, when 
diſappointed of the Succeſs you aimed at, 
your. Reward ſhall. not be loſt, tho? your 
Work ſucceed not, to your deſfired End : 
Suppoſe, after all thy Endeavours, thy hard- 
ned Neighbours ſhould remain as wicked as 
thou foundeſt them : No Shame, no Pain, 
no Puniſhment will reclaim them ; and leave 
thee Reaſon only to lament, that all, as to 
God, to Them, to the King, and Kingdom, 
Is loſt, and in vain ; yet, I tell you, to you 
It ſhall not be in vain. As it is with us, in 
our diſcouraging Function, fo I find it was 
with good Foſias , that Reforming Prince : 
And fo I verily reckon you will find it, tho' 
I want time to open the Grounds on which 
you may hope for it ; only read for us, 1/az. 
49. 5. 2 Cor. 2. I5, 16, 

For Foſias, read 2 Kings 22. 19, 20. 

And conſider witch your ſelves, tho' Duty 
be yours, Succeſs is hx ; and your Reward will 
be according to your Work, not according 
to be. Ps 

Chriſtians, may I reckon of you as Perſons 
honeſtly devoted to do the Will of God, to 
work Righteouſneſs, to have Reſpect to all the 


Commands of God : (I have not given you 
your 
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your right Character, i I may not). Now 
how can you maintain this CharaQer towards 
God, the World; or your own prying Conlci- 
ence, (that Spy that dogs you, and of whom 
you will certainly hear one of thele Days) ; 
if you dare ſtatedly continue in the daily neg- 
ſe of ſo plain a Duty, and of ſuch momen- 
tous Concernment to God, and the World : 
Is not this the belt Characteriſtick thou haſt 
to try thy Sincerity by ? And dareſt thou leave 
thy ſelf to the Afſſaults that Satan 5; nay, thy 
own Conſcience may truly attack thee with in 
a dying Bed ? What partial in the Law, and 
yet ſincere ? Thou Hypocrite, may they lay, 
how can this be 2 And what wilt thou anſwer ? 
Do not (for any Reaſonings I have not .time 
to obviate) arm the Devil,and thine own Con- 
ſcience, with ſuch an Evidence of thy Hypo- 
critie ; for God is greater than thy Conlci- 
ence. 

Well,Sirs, we muſt part : I ſhould be glad ts 
bring to you ſome iſſue : What will you now 
do ? (Now, I ſay, without delay 2?) 1 was not 
without Fear, before I appeared betore you ; 
leaſt I ſhould not be able to prevail with you, 
to engage in a Work ſo unacceptable co Fleſh 
and Blood : And are there no Cauſes for ſuch 


Fears yet to be found amongſt this great Af- 
lembly 2 Let me freely tell you, that theſe 
Fears drew Tears from mine Eyes more than 
once, before I came hither ; if I ſhould,ma- 


age 
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* nagethis Matter fo, as to leave my Hearers as 
I found them ; What ſhall I ſay either for mine 
-own mean Performance, qr their Refuſal ? 
How loth ſhall I be, to bring in Evidence 
againſt any one of you, when this Sermon 
muſt be heard again, and reckoned for ! 1 
ought not, I think, to let thee know rb, but 
in hopes to prevent that. Well, once for all, 
Up, and bedoing ; embrace, nay, ſeek out 
Opportunities, to rebuke, and reclaim remain- 
ing Debauchery : And ifthis bethy plain Du- 
ty, capable of being ſo powerfully impreſt up- 
on thee ; if God, and Conſcience, have let 
thee know, what he expeds from thee, have 
2 Reverence for both, tho' thou art excited to 
it, by no better a Hand than this. Awake, 
Rouze up : Be ſtrong, O Zerubbabel, ſaith the 
Lord ; and be ftrong, O Foſbua, Son of Foſedech, 
the High-Prie#t ; and be ſtrong all ye People of the 
Land, ſaith the Lord, and work : For Iam with 
you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts. 
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